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Current Status and Practical Considerations of Primary Care Pediatricians' Participation in Pharmacy Operations
Dai Yijin

( Fengle Township Health Center, Jinshiman County, Ya'an, Sichuan 625401 )

[Abstract] Currently, primary healthcare institutions in China face challenges such as a shortage of full-time pediatric pharmacists and

limited pharmaceutical service capabilities. However, pediatric outpatient visits at township health centers are extremely low,
with annual patient numbers ranging from dozens to several dozen cases, making the establishment of dedicated pediatric
pharmacies staffed by full-time pharmacists impractical. Additionally, these facilities lack adequate diagnostic equipment and
specialized pediatric medical teams, forcing many children to seek care at county or urban hospitals, resulting in low daily
pediatric consultation volumes at primary levels. Due to limited medical resources, many primary clinics combine diagnosis and
medication dispensing: pediatricians administer medications after completing consultations—a temporary solution arising from
staffing shortages and multi-role responsibilities within these settings. This study analyzes the practical context, implementation
models, and potential risks associated with pediatric physicians' involvement in pharmaceutical tasks. In alignment with
guidelines for rational childhood medication use, it proposes optimization strategies centered on pharmacist-led responsibility,
physician collaboration, digital infrastructure support, and coordinated management within healthcare networks, aiming to

standardize primary care-pharmaceutical integration and enhance pediatric medication adherence.
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